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Having been informed that there was a Buddha in the
neighbourhood, and that lie was soon to go to Neibban, he
desired to see him, and, in his conversation, to clear up his
doubts. His age was not great, but he enjoyed such a
renown for learning that he was called the master of
masters. Thoubat went at first to Ananda, stated to
him that lie felt irresistibly a strong attachment to, and
a sincere affection for, the great Buddha, that his mind
was preyed upon by doubts and uncertainties, and that lie
hoped a short conversation with the great CJai.idai.na would
relieve his mind from its present- painful situation. An-
anda, fearing that such a conversation might, be much
protracted, refused to admit Thoubat into the presence of
Buddha, representing his extreme weakness and inability
to speak much. Thoubat made several entreaties, but
with 110 better success. Ananda persisted in his refusal
to introduce him. Buddha, hearing some noise, inquired
from Ananda what was the cause of the noise, he heard.
Ananda related to him all that had taken place between
him and Thoubat. " Allow him to come," said Buddha ;
" I wish to hear him. Soon lie shall be enlightened and
convinced. I have come to this spot/for the very purpose
of preaching to him the most perfect law." Ananda
returned to Thoubat, and said to him, " The most excellent
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